

Chairman:
Cllr P Taylor

Councillors:
Cllr A Thomson, Cllr D Faulkner, Cllr P Stanton

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr R Gittins

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2021 at the Parish Hall, Cheswardine
1
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 
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The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm.  PC Ambrose attended the Meeting to update Councillors on the mobile unit’s visits to local villages, the current Team and Smartwater.  He asked people to report suspicious activity to 101.  Two members of the public attended the Meeting expressing interest in joining the Council.  They gave a brief précis of themselves to the Council members. 

2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Taylor declared a possible perceived bias in the Chipnall planning application due to be considered this evening. He will not participate in the discussion.



3
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  22nd June 2021(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Stanton proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 


4
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised. 


5
Unitary Councillor’s report
 
Cllr Gittins reported that the Local Plan has been voted through by the Full Council and has now been sent to the Planning Inspector for review.  This process should take 12 months. If no issues are raised it will then go back to the Council for adoption.  
An additional £8m has been added to this year’s Highways’ budget.  Highways budget on a 2 year cycle, one year to plan, the second year to do.  Cllr Gittins has requested a  speed limit for Soudley.  

A recycling wheelie bin is being rolled out to all residents should they want one to replace the current crates.  These will be free of charge. 

6
Housekeeping 








a)
Allotments – Tenancy agreement – update & map (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)
A new agreement has been drawn up between the PCC and the Allotment Society. The Parish Council is involved as a properly constituted body acting on behalf of the Allotment Society. 


b)
Strategic Objectives Plan – Councillors to discuss initial ideas & formulate a plan

Cllr Taylor confirmed that all responses have now been received from Council members. To take forward once new members have joined. 



c)
Co-option of Councillors
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Councillors acknowledged the interest received from two residents wishing to join the Council. To take forward to September for Co-option.

d)
Dpi forms to Shropshire Council following election – check Cllrs have returned paperwork

Councillors confirmed that all paperwork has been completed and returned as required. 

e)
Requirement for odd job person - update

Cllr Stanton confirmed that he has found someone willing to undertake ad hoc maintenance/repair jobs for the Council at a set hourly rate. Cllr Stanton proposed approving the rate, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved.

f)
Laptop – to discuss issues

Councillors discussed purchasing a new laptop for the Clerk as the current one is not fit for purpose. Cllr Faulkner proposed purchasing a new one, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Clerk to take forward. Resolved. 

g)
Scribe – to discuss purchasing dedicated financial software package

The Clerk presented details of an accounts package designed specifically for Town and Parish Councils. Councillors discussed the benefits of a dedicated package with support and training. Cllr Faulkner proposed purchasing the software, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)
Personnel committee – terms of reference – to consider

To take forward. 

i)
Loss of clerk protocol – to consider







The Clerk reported that she is still working on this and will aim to present a final version in September. 

7
Parish Matters 

a)
To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps:

Cllr Taylor reported from the NSAC meeting at which the new Leader had been present and had given an overview of her vision for the Council.  She intends to focus on Highways and communication.  The ‘My Shropshire’ softwarde for reporting has had issues and will be replaced by ‘Fix my street’ as a problem reporting tool. Steve Brown from Transport gave a presentation. 

b)
Cheswardine School - report and to discuss pupil numbers

Summer Break. 2020/21 Year just finished 56 pupils. 2021/22 next week year 46 pupils and 12 confirmed for Nursery.
3 classes have been confirmed for next year with 3 teachers plus executive head who also covers Hinstock School.
Budget for year 2022/23 also planned to have 3 classes and 3 teachers plus head on the basis of retaining 45 pupils.
Budget is good with new government sparsity funding and nursery sustainability funding helping greatly.
The Head has confirmed ‘Wrap around care’ will be considered subject to demand at Cheswardine, breakfast club/after school club - as currently offered at Hinstock School.
Goldstone Federation is planning a ‘fed fest’ on Cheswardine school playing fields Saturday Sept. 11th 2pm - 7pm. Stalls, music, information and fun ! All welcome.

Finally the school had a follow up Ofsted visit on 30th June.
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Details will be available on the Ofsted website within 35 days.

c)
Parish Hall report

The Community Shop has now started to develop our old committee room as the new shop, planned opening is Late August.
Barleys Coffee House, open Monday morning and Friday afternoon, in the new conservatory and deck area, is becoming the hub for the village we had hoped. Well supported and has a coffee and cake for a donation. Currently this scheme is operating at a profit.
The new Youth group starts in September.
Decorating and new lighting has been installed along with some new and recovered chairs.
An open day held recently by the Board of Management generated lots of offers of help and new volunteers.

d)
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to raise consider a replacement light quote LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)

The replacement light will cost £1079.21 + VAT.  The Clerk has progressed an insurance claim.  Cllr Taylor proposed replacing the light, further back from the kerbside, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)
Playing fields /Playground – basketball hoop surface – to discuss

The hoop and basket have now been installed. The lack of back board has been queried. The new surface is down and is currently very springy. This should hardenup. 

f)
Grounds maintenance – To discuss inc Hell Lane

GroundForce has been asked to maintain the lane as part of the Grounds Maintenance contract.  Some clearance work has been done already. Cllr Taylor to request further clearance. 

g)
Proposal to use the bus shelter as a community hub



A resident has made a suggestion to use the bus shelter as an information hub.  Councillors discussed the proposals. Cllr Taylor proposed supporting the scheme and to finance the necessary materials, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved.

8
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures

Two new road closures were noted. 


9
Finance

a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information

Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed spreadsheets and bank statements. Cllr Taylor confirmed that they reconciled.  He confirmed that there are currently 8 months left in the current financial year with approximately £32,000 left.  At year end he anticipates c£20k of reserves.

b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication

An invoice received from Surrey Hills Solicitors will be settled by the Hall.  Cllr Taylor proposed the payment of all invoices/payments, with a 10% retention of the CCTV invoice until the one outstanding matter is attended to.  Cllr Faulkner seconded the proposal, all agreed. Resolved. 
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/05/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/21
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£85.90
	101277
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/06/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£30.84
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/06/21
	Employee
	Expenses to / salary underpayment correction
	£tbc
	101278
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	01/07/21
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£150.00
	101279
	

	30/06/21
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire
	£25.54
	101280
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	20/07/21
	A Thomson 
	Printer ink reimbursement
	£tbc
	101281
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/06/21
	CB Signs
	Dog waste signs
	£420
	101282
	


c)
Adult gym equipment – to discuss feedback from other Parish Councils/ to discuss/agree  purchase (LGA 1976s19) & to consider/agree applying for a Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant

Cllr Thomson reported that he has made a start on a application for a grant.  This will be linked to other projects. To take forward. 

d)
Bus service –to discuss/agree revised proposal for service in conjunction with NS Wheelers (Transport Act 
1985 106A)

Summary
Trial run in conjunction with NS Wheelers Sept 8TH – December 22nd {16 weeks)

Book a seat (on dedicated number) or take a chance

£4 (return) paid to driver (or use free bus pass)

PC guarantees 9 passengers a day

Easy administration system between PC and NS Wheelers

Publicity required

£200 publicity material

£50 basic mobile

£1,080 max fare support

TOTAL EXPOSURE (no passengers) £1,330
Monies paid help to expand a charitable organisations reach.
Councillors discussed running the bus service with potential costs as outlined above.  Cllr Stanton proposed going ahead with the project in association with NS Wheelers for a trial period from  September to December.  There will be a formal review after 3 months.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. Cllr Stanton to take forward. 

e)
To approve invoice for electrical feed for debibrillator at The Wharf

The invoice has been settled by the Wharf. 

f)
To approve quote for a new defibrillator for The Wharf (PHA 1936 s234)

The costs will be £1680 including VAT, supplied and fitted. Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed.  Resolved. The Clerk reminded Councillors that signage will be required. To take forward. 
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g)
CCTV – to discuss/agree pathway to renovate current system at the Parish Hall (Crime & Disorder Act 1998 ss5&17)

Cllr Taylor reported that the new system has been installed and is working. This can be accessed via a smart phone. A combination lock has been fitted to the cabinet to avoid the need for keys. The third party agreement requires updating. 

h)
To agree anti dog waste campaign invoice (Clean Neighbourhoods & Environ Act 2005 s55&59)

Cllr Faulkner reported the new signs are all in place.  

i)
Insurance claim for damaged street light – update





The Clerk reported this is in progress. 

j)
Funding request for £100 towards a mural for Cheswardine School
The Clerk reported that the Council has no power of expenditure for this request however it could supply materials for the project under LGA 1972 s137.  Cllr Stanton proposed a grant of £100 to the School to provide the materials, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

10
Correspondence
To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins; Election information; 
Community reassurance updates; Thank you received from the Bowling Club; SALC training; 
A late request was acknowledged from the Guides for funding. The Councillors noted that to discuss it without proper notice on the agenda goes against protocol however in light of the need for a speedy decision to enable the works to be completed prior to September (the Council does not meet in August), they agreed to proceed with consideration of the request.  Cllr Stanton proposed a grant of £750, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved. 

A suggestion for a new street light was considered and decided against. 

A request for PC involvement in a post pandemic Church celebration event was noted but deemed to be a little premature.  

11
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)

a
Applications

 21/03076/VAR  (validated: 21/06/2021)
Address:  The Bungalow, 4 Hopshort, Soudley, Cheswardine, TF9 2NS
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans) of planning application 18/03614/FUL Erection of replacement dwelling, garage and septic tank drainage system
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QV1QLXTD06Z00

No objections were raised. 


21/02840/FUL  (validated: 04/06/2021)








Address:  The Bungalow, 4 Hopshort, Soudley, Cheswardine, TF9 2NS
Proposal:  Erection of garage/agricultural store
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QU6AF1TD07U00

No objections were raised. 
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21/02276/FUL  (validated: 14/06/2021)
Address:  New Cottage, Chipnall, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2RB
Proposal:  Formation of a 30m x 40m all weather riding arena to include change of use of land to equestrian
Applicant: Mrs Anna Price
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QSJM2STDMU000

No objections were raised to the proposals. 


b
Decisions 

20/04290/FUL  (validated: 20/10/2020)
Address:  Workshop, Podmore Road, Cheswardine, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of one dwelling with detached garage following demolition of workshop; formation of vehicular access with visibility splay





Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QIGNKCTDI2I00
Noted. 

c
Planning Committee - feedback
Cllr Gittins confirmed that he had submitted concerns about the Red Sheds junction to the Planning Committee and Highways Department. 


12
Items for September’s Meeting Agenda

Items to be taken as recorded in the Minutes. Bank mandate update. 
13
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 
1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds 
that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential 
information

a)
To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters 
No matters were raised. 

b)
To consider recommendations highlighted in the Internal Audit relating to staff salary level

Councillors noted that no salary review had taken place since 2019.  One spinal point increase was agreed for 2020-21 and another for 2021-22 as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed.  Cllr Faulkner requested a formal review process be put in place for consideration in September. 
There being no further matters for consideration, Cllr Taylor declared the Meeting closed at 9:15pm and thanked everyone for attending.  
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