CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2019 at the Parish Hall



Chairman: 
Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:
Cllr J Hodder; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr Faulkner; Cllr Stallard ; 
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce




www.cheswardineparishcouncil.org.uk
1 Chairman’s welcome & announcements
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The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting opening proceedings at 7:30pm.  Three members of the public attended the meeting.   Apologies were received from Cllr L Millar.  A letter of resignation has been received from Cllr S Cox. The Chairman conveyed thanks to him for his time with the Council. The Casual Vacancy has been advertised.  Cllr Gittins attended the meeting.

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest: 
Two members of the public attended the meeting with interest in a planning application which is on the agenda for discussion.  

3 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllr Faulkner declared an interest n the Fun Run grant funding application



4 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th June 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes.  Cllr Faulkner proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Hodder all agreed.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved.

5 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s 

Cllr Gittins  gave a report from his recent meeting with Owen Paterson to discuss safety concerns on the A41.  Mr Paterson is keen to convene a steering group of the councils local to the a41 in the autumn. Short term safety improvements to a longer goal will be considered. Long goals can take ‘decades’ to achieve.  Worse spots are from Sandford to the Telford and Wrekin border.  Councillors discussed the recent Highways Department reshuffle and recent concerns raised regarding local signage.

b)
Parish Councillors’ 

No recent meetings have been attended.
6 Bowling Green – to enable Councillors to review the draft management  agreement
Cllr Taylor circulated a draft management agreement – the Bowling Club has responded that it is acceptable to them.  Councillors commented that the report was well written and factual.  It has been based on an original Fields in Trust agreement.  Hedge cutting responsibilities were discussed.  Agreement will be printed out in colour. To be presented to the Bowling Club for signature.  The next step is to present it to FIT (to include the agreement with the Guides).  The Parish Council will be required to declare an interest in bringing the field back into to ‘ownership’ of the Parish Council. This will cost up to £10,000 for legal fees.  Cllr Taylor proposed adopting the agreement which will run until the end of the lease on behalf of the Parish Council  - seconded by Cllr Faulkner. All agreed. Resolved. 

7
Shropshire Council Local Plan Review 



469
25th June 2019 – A public meeting will be held in the Parish Hall to discuss the future of planning in Cheswardine under the Local Plan Review. The meeting has been advertised on the website, ChesChat and in the village on A1 boards.  A presentation will be given on the implications of moving from ‘rural countryside’ status to a ‘community cluster’. Principle Planning Officer, Edward West, from Shropshire Council will be present to answer questions from the public. Councillors considered perceptions of what might be defined as ‘infill’.  Maximum guidelines state no more than 3 houses in infill.  

8
Parish Matters: 
a) 
Parish Hall
CCTV training to take place tomorrow and the annual check of the system.

b)
General Maintenance and or Repairs:  to include
-
Recreation Field/Playground: To receive and consider inspection reports; 
Annual playing fields inspection should be taking place shortly, if not already.  Playground gate locks have been looked at. The exterior lock is still in place. Combination lock to be fitted and the contractor to be given code.
-
Street lighting: recent ‘lights out’ have been reported for repair.
-
To receive reports of matters requiring attention;  

-
Grounds Maintenance

Councillors reported that it is all looking tidy. The Councillors are pleased with the service.  Verges have also recently been cut. 

c)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services



-
To receive items to report for attention: 
The pothole at the Chapel in Soudley has had temporary fix.  
-
To receive update of works previously requested
Outstanding horse rider signs for goldstone have been chased.  
-
Road Closure notices (please see website) Haywoods Lane 30th July 2019 - noted
-
Litter bins – to enable Councillors to consider condition of bins/replacements
The Clerk has chased for a response but no reply has been received about contractor issues with sharp edges on the bins.
-
High street clean up initiative/grants – not applicable.
d)
Bowling Green – covered under previous item

7
Housekeeping
a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
i) Place Plan: Updated document received – noted
ii) ii) NSAC; no meeting 
iii) 
Parish Hall :  update as given previously
b.
Website – any items for inclusion: Casual Vacancies have been advertised. 
c
Training: Code of Conduct: Cllr P Taylor to attend; Fundamentals for Councillors – Cllr L Millar due to attend at a future date.
d
Casual Vacancy: To acknowledge resignation of Cllr S Cox and advertise Vacancy: There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council.  Interest in joining has been expressed by a parishioner. To include co-option on the next agenda. 
8
Planning 
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i)
Applications: 

19/02909/FUL Siting of mobile home for use as a temporary agricultural workers dwelling | Proposed Agricultural Workers Dwelling Stack Field Soudley
Councillors considered the application. Maps were consulted to establish the exact location of the proposed site which is outside Soudley, between Hopshort and Knighton Reservoir.  The site is currently empty although there is some evidence that foundation work seems to be started for a shed. Councillors considered previous applications for this site from 2002/2003. These were rejected by North Shropshire District Council stating undesirable sporadic development in rural area and concerns about the approach road. No static caravan was applied for in the second application.  
Two new applications last year permitted development for steel framed agricultural building.  Permission was not required but activities that the shed could be used for were conditioned. Another calf rearing shed was further applied for under permitted development – also passed for purposes stated.  The last application notification was for an access track to be used to service ‘existing buildings’ however, Councillors noted that no buildings are currently on site.  This latest application is for a temporary dwelling for agricultural workers.  Cllr Gittins recommended Councillors consider current policy.  It was noted that this dwelling is to support the new business, stating a need to be on site 24 hrs a day.  However, it is usual for businesses to be in existence prior to seeking permission – it was noted that this business has clearly not been started as yet.  Councillors agreed that how utilities could be put onto site must also be considered: no water, electricity or sewerage provisions are evident.  Access considerations were discussed, the unmade road is currently marked as a public path on the ordnance survey map.  A need for a dwelling must be clearly demonstrated.  Councillors expressed concern that a dwelling could be built and the business, for legitimate reasons may never be started, resulting in development in open countryside in an area classed as rural countryside in the Local Plan.  Many agricultural businesses are now run remotely need must also be demonstrated that presence is necessary 24hrs a day.  As there is no business running there is no current need. Councillors expressed concerns over fields in parish being developed. Councillors considered the ideals of the business but had concerns over the precedent which could be set.  Councillors voted unanimously to object to the application proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, on the grounds that ‘need’ has not been demonstrated and the application fails to meet policy requirements.  All agreed. Resolved.  

19/03031/FUL  (validated: 05/07/2019)
Address:  7 Copelea, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2RX
Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to side and rear elevations
councillors considered the application.  Neighbouring properties were considered with similar extensions – sympathetic materials/style must be used.  Not out of proportion. The Councillors voted unanimously to support, proposed by Cllr Stallard, seconded by Cllr Faulkner.  All agreed. Resolved. 

ii)
Decisions: 

19/01165/FUL  (validated: 18/03/2019)
Address:  Threshing Barn, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Conversion of outbuilding to form an extension to dwelling and reorganisation of existing dwelling    Decision:  Grant Permission

9
Finance:
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/02/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£85.90
	101163
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/03/19
	PlusNet
	Broadband provision
	£18.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/07/19
	Employee
	Laminated poster expenses
	£169.20
	101164
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/07/19
	Zurich
	Mower insurance
	£ 256.30
	101165
	LGA 1972 s140

	17/06/19
	Running Imp
	Medals for fun run
	£188.99
	101166
	LGA 1972 s137


i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information – Up to date spreadsheets outlining the current financial position were circulated.  Bank statements were checked against bank reconciliation and duly signed as accurate.
ii) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication:
The invoices were presented for payment.  Cllr Taylor printing was undertaken to advertise the meeting which had to be done expediently in order to give the public two weeks’ notice.  Insurance renewal for the mower was presented.  Although a grounds maintenance contractor has now been engaged with his own equipment, no decision has been taken regarding the future need of the Parish Council mower.  Councillors decided in the short term to re-insure and consider the mower’s future use at the September Meeting as proposed by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Faulkner.  All payments were proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Faulkner was asked to obtain valuations for the mower. 
A new bank mandate will be circulated for updating in September. 
iii)
Fun Run – to enable Councillors to consider request for funding
A quote was considered for 188.99 inc vat and carriage for Fun Run medals.  This request was first brought foward in June. Cllr Taylor proposed buying the medals for the Fun Run which is a very good local cause.  Seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed. Resolved. 
iv)
Parish Hall – to enable Councillors to consider a funding request
Grant applications forms forwarded but no application received as yet.
v)
Hobgoblins side car rally request to use the playing fields
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the request.  They agreed that theParish Council should request a copies of the insurance certificates from hirers. Clerk to request. .  Cllrs considered finances and the level of grant money available in the current budget.  Councillors considered whether the Parish Council should consider applying a charge to external bodies wishing to use the playing fields (not to include local bodies or charities).  They discussed whether this would have an impact on use.  Although the Hall applies a charge for the use of the facilities no charges are currently made for the use of the recreation field and this would be a useful contribution towards maintenance costs. A pricing structure/protocol would need to be drawn up.  Cllr Taylor was asked to make enquiries as to what any organisations understand are included in a booking fee with the Hall when the use of the field is also required. To report in September Cllr Taylor proposed a conversation is had about whether to charge a future fee.  Seconded by Cllr Stallard. Councillors voted 4 for favour and  1 against. Resolved. 






vi)
Defibrillators – to enable Councillors to consider purchasing 
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Cllr Taylor reminded Councillors of a report given last month from the NSAC meeting regarding recommendations to purchase more defibrillators to enable wider coverage in parishes.  The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for additional 3 defibrillators.  To investigate if local people wanted to donate towards the costs whether this would be acceptable.  

10
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  received by Clerk and distributed by email; Freedom to move; CiL communication; Highways & Transport update; Shropshire Council Local Plan Review Strategic sites consultation; Polling districts & places survey; 

All correspondence noted.   A Meeting is going to be regarding the future of the Tern Hill barracks to be held in Stoke On Tern on Thursday.
The Market Drayton Draft Local Economic Growth Strategy 2017-2021 report has been received. Economic employment sites including Cheswardine are mentioned.  The Clerk has asked for clarification for the Cheswardine area.  To go on the September agenda.

11
Parish Matters/Items for inclusion in next Agenda

Bank mandates
A financial request is anticipated for assistance to repair the Church clock. The Clerk circulated a NALC legal topic note to Councillors which states that a Parish Council cannot financially contribute to support the fabric of church buildings – church clocks form part of a church building. Therefore, legally the Parish Council does not have a power of expenditure to contribute to maintaining a Church clock. However, a Parish Council does have powers to provide and maintain public clocks.  The PCC would need to apply in the usual way through grant form system.  Will include on future agenda for consdieration if an application is received. 

Cllr A Thomson gave apologies for the September meeting. 

There being no further business for consideration/discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  9:00pm.
Date of the next Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council Tuesday 17th September 2019 


