CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 19th January 2016


Acting Chair:

Cllr A Stanley

Councillors Present: 
Cllr B Rushton; Cllr P Taylor; Cllr S Stallard; Cllr D Faulkner
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome, Present & Apologies and/or Absent: Apologies received from Cllr E Hill, Cllr H Berry, Cllr S Cox: duly accepted by the Council.  Cllr A Stanley Chaired the Meeting opening proceedings at 7:40pm.
2 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

3 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs: Issued previously

4 Public Session –  No members present

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th December 2015 – proposed by Cllr S Stallard, Seconded by P Taylor, all agreed.  Duly signed by Cllr A Stanley, acting Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: None


7 Unitary Councillor’s Report – Cllr A Davies was not present.

8
Co-option of Councillor – deferred until the next Meeting, no applicants present.
9
Bowling Club –FIT/ Lease: Bowling Club –FIT Management Agreement: Following an informal meeting 7/10/15 Councillors understood that members of the Bowling Club were to discuss with Bowling Club members the benefits of a Management Agreement as requested by FIT covering their premises and activities. The Bowling Club is situated on publically owned land (in the care of the FIT with a 99 year sub-lease held by the Parish Council).  

FIT have requested some sort of agreement be in place before the end of January 2016 as is the norm in such situations (and is in place for the Brownie/Guide building).

Such an agreement would cover boundaries, maintenance, Open Access requirements, insurance etc. As an additional benefit this would also place the club in a favourable position if FIT decided to transfer the Playing Fields from its care (as has been done in the past).
Councillors are concerned that as and when green maintenance and bowling commences next season, activities being undertaken on FIT land by the Bowling Club are outside the scope of FIT insurance arrangements, and currently we have no formal agreement or assurance that the Bowling Club will insure their members’ activities. The Bowling Club has advised that no discussion will take place with their members before the start of the bowling season in March.

The Parish Council will formally write to FIT informing them of this situation and request guidance as the requirements from FIT cannot now be met.   .../2
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10
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Street lighting – lights reported in Symons Way, Ellam Piece and Copelea. Gully emptying requested in Mossfields due to flooding.  
ii) 
Play area – fencing update: Previous quote for plastic coated fencing material for £9k.  Cllr Faulkner reported that he has measured the area and checked out prices which seem to be about £90psqm. Possibly not suited to a play area on a wet surface due to corrosion.  Brick walls c £6k.  Wooden fencing will be in the region of £1028 for    for tanallised wood guaranteed for 20 years. (Hales Sawmills) £1298 + 25 % with mortice. Recommended using a professional fence fitter.  Clerk showed photos of alternative new material being used in Adderley playground.  Councillors discussed movement of fencing materials with use.  Cllr Faulkner to scan in quotes and provide Clerk with copy.  Councillors to inspect.  Clerk to check depth of post installation etc.  To discuss again in February.  Councillors Rushton and Faulkner to be absent in February.  
iii) 
Church Clock – (maintenance contract/invoice forwarded for new weight lines £1050.00) – Confirm agreement: Having checked the minutes the PC agreed to pay £155 + VAT plus £360 as a contribution towards the repairs.  Councillors that this was what they had previously agreed to at the Parish Council Meeting in July 2015.
11
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: gully clearing  requested.  
ii) 
Road safety submission: next submission due in February. Item to be discussed at the next NSAC meeting.  
iii)
Signage: nothing to report; previous items reported have now been dealt with.


12 Planning

i) Applications: 
15/05565/TCA To fell 4no Sycamores within Cheswardine Conservation Area: Old Castle Moat, Lawn Lane, Cheswardine: approved  
New application received: Clerk to request extension for comments. 15/05623/FUL Park Heath Farm, Soudley. Cllrs queried location of shed as it is shown in different locations on the two plans.  Councillors also queried if it is Park Heath Farm and not Park Heath Smallholding.  Clerk to clarify applicant, conflict in plans and name of ‘farm’.  
ii)
Decisions:  (for information) none received

13
Housekeeping

a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC : 9th December: local Police boxes need emptying: Cllr Stallard has highlighted that they are locked and possibly a breach of public protection.  Cllr Faulkner proposed and Cllr Stallard seconded that expectations have not been fulfilled, scheme not working if it has not been emptied in 4+ years – please remove.  All agreed.  Presentations received from Shropshire Council on the Big Conversation and the new University in Shrewsbury.  
 ii) NSAC –21st March 2016;
 iii) Parish Hall Committee: no report 
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b. Clerk’s contract – Brought forward from the December Meeting for agreement and signature following a review by Councillors. Cllrs confirmed that they have read and approved the Contract.  Cllr Taylor proposed accepting and signing the Contract, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed.  
c. Parish magazine entry – Discuss – The Clerk confirmed that the deadline for submitting the draft minutes from the last meeting had been missed as she had been unaware that they were required.  Going forward, the Clerk relayed a proposal from the Chair in his absence that the Minutes are submitted following their approval, rather than in draft form.  Cllr Rushton prop approved minutes are submitted, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed.
d. Storage/building container for equipment: to take forward to February. Clerk to check whereabouts of archive filing. 
e. Gifts in acknowledgement of service -  confirmation of policy/procedure: Clerk confirmed that there is no power of expenditure for purchasing gifts on behalf of the Community by the Parish Council due to the question of good use of public money.  Councillors agreed that going forward letters of thanks will be sent. The motion minutes under 159/15 17th November 2015 suggest that gifts can be purchased which is incorrect.
f. Website – update: up and running but photographs and contact details Cllr Stanley to apply for funding by 15th February.  Cheque issued to J Stanley Photography for services setting up new website.
g. Village Bins – emptying/expenses – Councillors approved the timesheet and expenses as submitted by Mr T Lucas, all agreed to pay. 
14
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information 
ii) 
2016/17 Precept( request previously agreed) to be signed off to re-apply not to have an increase.  Information relayed from Shropshire Council to apply for 20,168 to show 0% increase in Band D.  








iii)
Tender for internal audit: The Clerk informed Councillors that a tender had been submitted to carry out the 2015/16 Internal Audit by SDH Accounting (example of the audit report circulated) at a cost of £120.00 .  Councillors discussed the proposal 

v)
Bank mandate to update signatories  - Form circulated amongst the Councillors for completion.  
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14 Finance cont
vi)
Payments

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of Expenditure

	31/12/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£218.96
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/12/15
	J Stanley Photography
	Website hosting fee
	£74.25
	PAID

100939
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/01/16
	T Lucas
	Emptying bins
	£57.55
	100940
	LGA 1972 s111


Cllr Taylor reminded Council members that in commemoration of WW1 £386 was paid to Council in 2014/15 and should be ring-fenced for future commemorations in 2018.

Overspend reported by Cllr Taylor – spend against budget on admin and salaries – Clerk to check whether a payment for the Hall cctv was allocated against administration costs (19th May secura sound cctv £3524.57 move from admin to donations and to allocate spend accordingly to LG Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 s19).  Clerk to also check salary column against the budget.  
Cllr Rushton propsed, seconded by Cllr Faulkner accepting quote from SDH Accounting for internal audit services.  

The Clerk was asked to request a new invoice with separate bill for allotments for hedge cutting. 

15
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email

ii) Shropshire Council’s Big Conversation Consultation information

iii) SAMDev : confirmation of formal adoption

iv) Policing Update –PCC Newsletter/Precept consultation/Local police update: by email
v) Big conversation workshop – booked Cllr S Stallard – hold place until availability confirmed.
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16 Parish Matters – Cllr Faulkner brought forward ‘collective switching’ in order to  facilitate cheaper energy for the community – it would involve approaching all power companies – residents could form a local pressure group to investigate charges with the aim of achieving cheaper prices for residents under the umbrella of the parish council.  Clerk to check powers to investigate  prices and interest in starting a scheme.  It would not be for the Parish Council to run the scheme, but to use platform of the Parish Council to start the ball rolling.  
Update on Save the Red Lion Campaign: offered possibility of a lease on the premises – business plan being put together.  Viewers looked last week but no offer forthcoming as yet.  

17 Items for inclusion in next Agenda

An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration

Asset register – to update at the next meeting. 

Chair closed the meeting at 10pm.


