CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:
Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:
Cllr J Hodder; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr P Stanton, Cllr Thomson, Cllr Millard
Clerk: 

Mrs M Joyce
Minutes of the Cheswardine Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 18th January 2022
1
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 
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The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm. There were no members of the public present.


2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 
1972 s94)
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received.



3
Co-option of Councillor

No applications were received for consideration at the January Meeting.


4
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  14th December 2021 (Local 
Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Two changes were put forward: i) that the payments table be altered to accurately reflect the payments made and ii) that under item 8c) ‘low’ be altered to ‘medium’ as proposed by Cllr Hodder, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed.  It was agreed, following a proposal from Cllr Millard, to accept the Minutes as a true and accurate record with the changes made, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved.

5
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

Cllr Taylor reported that he would be raising the following matters under various agenda items as matters arising/action taken: Streetlighting, Land Registration, FIT membership, dog waste, the Chipnall oak tree, bark, NS Wheelers cheque approved in December for payment, grants, lamp post poppies. 

6
Unitary Councillor’s report
 
Cllr Gittins reported challenging times ahead with Shropshire Council’s balanced budget for 2022-23.  85% of the annual overall budget is spent on adult social care needs (3% of the population). The remaining 15% of the budget goes on all other costs for the remaining 97% of the population.  Shrosphire Council is not anticipating being able to balance a budget for 2023-24.  The proposed NI increases will go direct to the NHS.

The new recycling bins can be pre-ordered via the Shropshire Council website.

A site visit with Highways has been arranged for Thursday.

7
Housekeeping 

a)
Allotments – Tenancy agreement – update (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)

The Clerk confirmed that the new agreement has been sent to the Allotment Society.  Rent has been received by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council will be agreeing payment to the PCC this evening.   

b)
Social Media – to enable Councillors to discuss/further consider Parish Council usage

Cllr Taylor confirmed that he is looking into setting up a Facebook page.

c)
Defibrillator installation – Signage update

Cllr Faulkner confirmed that the defibrillator has been installed. Thanks to the Wharf for installing the electrical supply for the unit. Action: New signage to be ordered giving location details.





d)
Loss of Clerk protocol/Employment Committee Terms of Reference
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– to enable Cllrs to adopt the policies 
Cllr Taylor proposed adopting the Loss of Clerk Protocol, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. 

Cllr Taylor confirmed that he is looking at the Employment Committee Terms of Reference.

8
Parish Matters 

a)
To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps: 
No written reports had been circulated. 


i) Cheswardine School 
Cllr Stanton reported that the children are no longer in ‘bubbles’. 

Two more children have joined the nursery and one has joined the main school.


ii) Parish Hall report  
Fire Marshall training is planned for eleven members of the Committee. A kitchen refurbishment group has been set up which will be looking into grants to apply for to fund the proposed upgrade.  A tea dance is planned for 26th March.  A celebration of the 90th anniversary of the commissioning of the Hall is being organised with an evening band, hog roast and bar.  A Platinum Jubilee event is planned for 5th June with a street party on the recreation field for which permission was sought from the Parish Council.  Cllr Stanton proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Millard. All agreed.  Councillors discussed lighting the beacon on 2nd June.  

c)
Street lighting – to further discuss request for lighting for Church Street (LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)

Councillors discussed another request for an additional street light in Church Street.  An approach had been made to Shropshire Council, which had refused the request.  Councillors agreed that there is no requirement to provide an additional light in this location.  It was noted that lights have now been fitted to the Church steps.

The Clerk confirmed that she has yet to receive a date from Eon for the replacement column light.  Action: Clerk to follow up again.

d)
Playing fields /Playground – to enable Councillors to discuss remedial work needs/action plan following receipt of the annual inspection report

Cllr Hodder reported that the items highlighted in the annual inspection report as being of ‘moderate’ risk have been attended to.  He suggested that the matting may need to be replaced.  Quotes to replace the rockers are to be sought for further consideration.  Cllr Taylor recommended approaching companies from which a discount can be obtained via Fields in Trust (annual membership for FIT is £50pa). 

Cllr Taylor gave an update on the progress of the land registration.

e)
Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues

No concerns were raised. 
9
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures: grit box provision

Councillors reported that some of the signs reported have been attended to however 1 is still down.  The gulleys in Westcott Lane are in need of clearing.  

The Clerk reported that she has asked Shropshire Council to contact the owner of the overgrown hedge in Tag Lane in order to instigate it being cut back. This was first reported as an issue to Shropshire Council in 2017 with no action having been taken. 
The Clerk confirmed that she has asked the Tree Dept at Shropshire Council to inspect the oak tree in Chipnall as there are some concerns over some branches.  Cllr Taylor asked if it has a TPO on it or if it should have given the age and position of the tree. Action: Clerk to take forward. 

Cllr Taylor confirmed that the Hobgoblins have booked the Hall from 30th June to 3rd July and have requested use of the field. Cllr Taylor proposed that permission is given on the basis of the agreement made 2 years ago, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. 



10
Finance
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a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information

Councillors confirmed receipt of all of the financial reports and copies of bank statements circulated by the Clerk via email.  Cllr Taylor confirmed that the bank reconciliation reconciles with the statements and duly signed it off as accurate as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. 

b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hodder proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed.   Councillors noted the regular direct debit payment of £127.43 per quarter for energy supply.

c)
Adult gym equipment – update on order

Cllr Thomson confirmed that the order has been formally placed by the Clerk.

d)
Bank mandate update & telephone banking applications - update
The Clerk highlighted new banking charges being imposed of £8pm plus £1 per cheque processed. The Clerk gave alternative banking options. Cllr Taylor proposed that the Clerk looks into opening a new account, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved.

e)
Budget review and precept requirement consideration

Councillors confirmed receipt of the budget forecast circulated via email prior to the meeting.  Cllr Taylor gave an overview of the current budget position and anticipated position at year end.  He raised the point that operational spend has historically exceeds the precept (income) received.  Councillors considered the spend forecast prior to year end and for 2022-23 and discussed the level of income they considered necessary to meet expenditure.  Cllr Stanton proposed requesting a precept of £22595 giving a 2% increase (ie £443 for the Council), seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed with one objection. Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply for a precept of £22595.

f)
Milestone re-lettering quote for approval

Cllr Taylor confirmed that this will be on hold until the summer.

g)
Grounds maintenance contract – to enable Cllrs to discuss price increases for 2022-23
Cllr Talor presented a renewal quote from the grounds maintenance contractor – prices are being increased by 10%. Councillors agreed that even at this rate the annual fee will be cheaper than the previous contractor.  Cllr Taylor to ask if the increase can be implemented from 1st April 2022.  Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the new quote, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved.  Action: Cllr Taylor to liaise with the contractor and accept the quote.

h)
North Salop Wheelers – Presentation of breakdown of monies due

Cllr Stanton gave an overview of the figures which had been sent out via email.  The total cost of the scheme so far to the Council is £277.

i)
Bus service – to enable Cllrs to discuss/agree extending the service beyond 4th February 2022

Councillors considered extending the trial service.  Cllr Stanton proposed extending the service until 27th April which will incorporate the school holidays which will enable any children wishing to visit Market Drayton for sports facilities etc to take advantage of the service, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved.

The Clerk informed the Council that NS Wheelers are currently fundraising to replace their buses.

j)
Playground inspection quote

Councillors considered a quote from Playsafety to inspect the equipment on an annual basis. Councillors requested a requote to include the picnic benches, BMX track etc.  Action: Clerk to request a new quote for February. 

Councillors discussed the Hall car park the surface of which has a lot of surface mud. Clerk to ask hedge Cutting Contractor if he has brushing equipment which could be used.  Cllr Taylor to ask Grounds Maintenance Contractor the same.  Lighting provision around the car park was discussed
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/10/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£359.97
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/21
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£90.00
	101325
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/12/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£29.54
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/12/21
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£150.00
	101326
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	30/12/21
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire/Emptying
	£25.54
	101327
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	05/01/22
	B Glover
	Work undertaken inc wood purchased for repairs
	£177.60
	101328
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/01/22
	N Salop Wheelers
	Bus service 22/12/22/ & 12/01/22
	£105
	101329
	Transport Act 1985 106A)



	06/12/21
	Cllr P Stanton
	Bus service advertising expenses
	£64.80
	101330
	Transport Act 1985 106A)



	12/01/22
	Cheswardine PCC
	Allotment rent
	£400
	101331
	Smallholdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23/26 & 42

	18/01/22
	RBL
	UNPAID
	£?
	101332
	

	29/11/21
	J Hoole
	Hedge cutting
	£180
	101333
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	18/01/22
	NS Wheelers
	Bus Service
	£154.00
	101334
	


 11
Correspondence

To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins inc SC budget consultation; Code of Conduct

Clerk to forward training courses for information.

12
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)

a
Applications 

21/05795/FUL  (validated: 13/12/2021)
Address:  Roman Valley, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to link garage with main dwelling, to include the raising of the roof ridge and fenestration works
Applicant: Mr & Mrs J Harper
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R3WYADTDK6V00
No comments or objections, proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. 

b
Decisions  
21/05661/FUL  (validated: 09/12/2021)
Address:  Shawbroom Farm, Soudley, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NS
Proposal:  Erection of part two storey, part first floor extensions following demolition of existing single storey element
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R3HQSMTD07V00
21/05269/FUL  (validated: 23/11/2021)
Address:  Ellerton Hall, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey extension to cover an existing swimming pool
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R244V2TDJEQ00
13
Items for February’s Meeting Agenda
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Adult gym equipment; Strategic plan update; Platinum Jubilee celebration plans. 

14
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 
1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters


No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for discussion the meeting was closed at 9:27pm by the Chairman.

Next Meeting date 18th January 2022

