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Attendance 
Chairman: Cllr A Thomson 
Councillors: Cllr N Stallard, Cllr J Hislop, Cllr S Lewis, Cllr B Maskell, Cllr M Pound, Cllr Jacobson  
Also Present: Cllr Bentley - attending in his capacity as both a member of the Parish Council and as the Unitary 

Authority Ward Councillor. 
Apologies:  Cllr N Partridge 
Clerk:   Mr Wayne Salisbury 
Other:   None  
Public:   None 
   
 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council held at the 
Parish Hall on Tuesday 17th February 2026 

 

Meeting started at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

1. Welcome 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the February meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council. The Chair shared that they 
had not attended any external meetings since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Stallard updated that they had attended a meeting hosted by a neighbouring Parish Council on devolved 
services and shared that Shropshire Council had not been forthcoming with further information. Further meetings 
are scheduled.   
 

2. To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Partridge. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation Considerations  
a) None declared. 

b) Cllr Thomson declared an interest in item 11, authorisation of payments. 

Cllr Pound declared an interest in item 8B, request from the Parish Hall and item 10A, Parish Hall planning 

application and item 14, grant request. 

Cllr Hislop declared an interest in item 8B, request from the Parish Hall and item 10A, Parish Hall planning 

application and item 14, grant request. 

c) Cllr Bentley declared an interest relating to his role as a Unitary Councillor for Shropshire Council. 

d) No dispensations were requested or granted. 

 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting  
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on the 20th January 2026 be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair. 
 

5. Policing Matters 
Representatives from the Police were not in attendance. 
 
The Clerk advised members that the latest newsletter from the Safer Neighbourhood Team had been recently 
shared. 
 
Cllr Pound shared that the Police had been involved in anti-social parking on Glebe Close outside the school. 
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6. Public Participation 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
 

7. Shropshire Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Bentley shared a report with members ahead of the meeting, which is included in the appendix to these 
minutes on pages 891 - 894.  
 
Additional updates included: 

• Continuing to pursue the speeding issue in Soudley. 

• Regarding the ‘artificial lake’ on Haywood Lane, Shropshire Council has written to the landowner to 
request that they resolve the issue. The landowner has not yet responded, but Cllr Bentley believes they 
are trying to find a solution. 

• The government has granted permission for Shropshire Council to raise council tax by 8.99% without a 
referendum.  

 
Cllr Thomson asked about the further funds requested to bridge the funding gap and when that decision will be 
made. Cllr Bentley advised that it would be anytime soon. 
 
Cllr Stallard enquired about adult and children's social care and the pressure this puts on the budget, and the 
concern over the profits being made by care providers. 
 
Cllr Pound asked about the ‘artificial lake’ and what happens if it breaches the road, as that will cause a greater 
issue. 
Cllr Bentley responded that the landowner has been advised that they will be liable and that if there is a breach, 
then the issue would be escalated.  

 
8. Playing Field, Playground and Car Park 

a) To receive any updates, discuss any matters relating to and make any required decisions. 
 

The Chair shared with members that the anticipated sign for the Wildflower Garden had now been received and 
that this had been provided free of charge by Venables Oak Timber Merchants. It was agreed that this would be 
installed by the odd jobs contractor so that it is sufficiently secured in place. A letter of thanks will be sent to 
Venables Oak Timber Merchants. 
 
Cllr Pound updated that they have arranged meetings in the coming weeks with playground contractors. 
 
Cllr Jacobson shared that they have been researching potential options for SEND playground equipment, and that 
there is a contractor who has equipment installed in playgrounds in the Market Drayton area. 
 
Cllr Bentley added that we have room in the playground to add further equipment rather than replace existing, 
which will enhance the playability value of the playground.  

 
b) To consider a request from Cheswardine Parish Hall to host a Classic Car Gathering on Sunday 26th April 2026. 

The Chair summarised the request received from the Parish Hall and added that the event was held successfully in 

2025 with over 120 cars in attendance, and events taking place in the parish hall. It was also confirmed that the 

event was well marshalled by volunteers. 

RESOLVED: to accept and approve the request for the Parish Hall to host a Classic Car Gathering on Sunday, 26th 

April 2026. 
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9. Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s report was received by members, which detailed updates on actions since the last meeting, including: 
 
Actions since the last meeting 

• Precept request submitted to Shropshire Council 
• Preparation of the February meeting agenda and supporting documents 
• Charity annual return completed and VAT reclaim for quarter 3 submitted, £313.30 

Upcoming actions 
• Preparation for the March meeting, final meeting of the 2025 to 2026 year 
• Year-end preparation, including internal audit actions, website updates, Assertion 10 actions and required 

policy reviews 
Planning decisions noted 

• New House Farm, Westcott Lane, Cheswardine, reserved matters for two dwellings and garage, granted 
permission on 30th January 2026 

• Sunset Bungalow, Soudley, dormer window and porch extension, granted permission on 30th January 2026 
• 5 Copelea, Cheswardine, refurbishment and extensions, granted permission on 29th January 2026 
• 1 Moss Lane, Chipnall, refurbishment, extension and new access, granted permission on 14th February 

2026 
Correspondence 

• Email from St Swithun’s Parochial Parish Council regarding allotment hedge requiring cutting, contractor 
requested to undertake works 

 
10. Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 

a) To consider the following planning applications. 
 

Reference 26/00464/TCA 

Address Parish Hall Podmore Road Cheswardine Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 2FA 

Proposal Reduce in size by approx. 25% (See schedule for details) 1no Cedar within 
Cheswardine Conservation Area 

Deadline for Comments 19th February 2026 

26/00464/TCA | Reduce in size by approx. 25% (See schedule for details) 1no Cedar within Cheswardine 
Conservation Area | Parish Hall Podmore Road Cheswardine Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 2FA 
 
RESOLVED: that the following comment is submitted to the local planning authority.  

• Cheswardine Parish Council supports this application. 
 

a) To consider any planning applications which have been received since the publication of this agenda. 
No further applications were received. 

 
11. Authorisation of payments  

RESOLVED: the schedule of payments for February 2026 correctly states the invoices presented and that £901.82 is 

approved to be paid. £39.54 has been paid under 6.6 and £246.00 has been paid under 6.9 iii. (as detailed on page 

890) 

 
12. Grounds Maintenance  

Members reviewed the quote received from the grounds maintenance contractor for services for 2026- 2027. 
 
Cllr Hislop raised that the contract does not include the wildflower garden, but that they were happy to look after 
that area this year, and that if it does need any further maintenance, the odd jobs contractor could be requested 
to undertake any required work. 
 
RESOLVED: to accept the quote received from Shropshire Grounds Maintenance for a total contract value of 
£3,338.00. This resolution extends the contract of the incumbent contractor until 31st March 2027. 

https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TA0943TD0GI00
https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TA0943TD0GI00
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13. National Lottery Funding Application 

To consider the submission of an application for funding for playground improvements to the National Lottery. 
 
Cllr Pound shared that there will be a further update once he has met with the playground contractors and has a 
fuller idea of the most suitable options. 
  

14. Grant Request 
Members reviewed the grant application received from the parish hall for required tree works to the cedar tree 
located outside the parish hall.  
 
RESOLVED: to award the requested grant of £350.00 for the works as detailed in the application.  
 

15. Risk Assessment 
Members reviewed the Council's risk assessment document, and the Clerk advised that, following the significant 
update last year, this year’s amendment included a small number of changes.  
 
Cllr Bentley quired the loss of clerk process, and how the detailed measure would work. 
 
Cllr Pound raised that the cyber security aspects do require further process and checks to be fully effective. 
 
Members discussed password requirements to ensure that access is secured to relevant systems. 
 
RESOLVED: to accept and approve the updated risk assessment document.  
 

16. Waste Bin Provision 
To consider the purchase of a dog waste bin to be located on Lawn Lane. 
 
Cllr Hislop shared their reasoning for requesting that this item be considered and that they had witnessed many 
issues at that end of the village. Cllr Hislop advised on where they believe to be an appropriate location for a dog 
waste bin. 
 
Cllr Jacobson asked who would empty a new bin. The Clerk advised that it would be emptied by either Shropshire 
Council Street Scene or the Parish Council’s odd jobs contractor.  
 
Cllr Jacobson also suggested that signage may be required to direct users to the new bin. 
 
Cllr Bentley advised that it would be very unlikely that Shropshire Council would take on the emptying of a new 
bin.  
 
The Chair raised that there are two responses to the issue: prevention with the introduction of signage or a 
solution with the addition of a bin. 
 
Cllr Pound added that a bin placed in that location may impede hedge cutting. 
 
Cllr Stallard added that if a vehicle was damaged due to hitting a bin in that location, who would be liable. 
Cllr Stallard also raised if a temporary sign could assist. 
 
The Clerk provided some further experience that the behaviours of individuals who allow fouling do not typically 
change because of providing new bins, and that the bin would likely be used by those who currently take their 
waste home or to another bin. 
 
The debate on the item was concluded, and no motions were proposed.  
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17. Community Hub  
To consider a request from local volunteers to reintroduce a time-limited community reuse hub within the 
community hub. 
 
The Chair provided members with background information on the community hub and the issues experienced with 
the leaving of items.  
Members reviewed the proposal, which had been received from a resident. 
 
Cllr Bentley raised that it would be difficult to operate on a time-limited basis and that it would need to be 
consistently available for use all the time or not at all. 
 
Cllr Pound raised the safeguarding risks that having items left presents, and that there would be a need for regular 
checks to be made before and after the school day. 
 
Cllr Bentley suggested that if the hub was to be reintroduced, then regular feedback to the Parish Council would be 
needed. 
 
Cllr Jacobson raised that they felt it would be too much work for the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Pound added that if it was to go ahead, then it should be on a 3-month trial basis. 
 
Cllr Maskell commented that they believe it is not worth the liability and risk it brings to the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Lewis suggested that the items which would be allowed would need to be stipulated. 
 
The Chair raised that a more suitable solution may be that an appropriate space such as the Parish Hall could be 
used, as it could be directly monitored. The Chair shared a concern that items being left at an unattended hub 
would be open to abuse. 
 
Cllr Bentley shared that they do not believe the time-bound aspect would work. 
 
Cllr Hislop added that the school may be able to offer a swap facility. 
 
RESOLVED: that the request to introduce a time-limited reuse facility at the community hub would be rejected 
based on the liability concerns it presents to the Parish Council, that the time-bound aspect would not be 
respected and that there are numerous other channels to freecycle unwanted items.  
 

 
 

Meeting concluded at 8:34 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………………………………………………. Date……………………………………………………… 
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Schedule of Payments - As resolved under Item 12. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of 

Debit or 

Cheque 

Raised

Recipient Purpose £ £
Payment 

Method
Power of expenditure Scribe

1 18/02/2026 AJT Carpentry Odd Jobs - Litter Bins / Noticeboard Install 50.00 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

2 18/02/2026 PG SKIPS Rubbish Removal - Skip Emptied 02/01/26 & 30/01/26 66.26 BT - Unity Trust Litter Act 1983 ss.5 Yes

3 18/02/2026 Cllr A Thomson Ryman - Noticeboard Magnets 5.59 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

4 18/02/2026 Cllr A Thomson EE - Bus Service Phone Top Up 20.00 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

5 18/02/2026 North Salop Wheelers 3 x annual passenger subscriptions £60 / January Fares £18.00 78.00 BT - Unity Trust LG Rating Act 1997 s26-29 Yes

6 18/02/2026 W Salisbury (Clerk) Giff Gaff - Phone Monthly Payment - February 6.00 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

7 18/02/2026 W Salisbury (Clerk) Mileage (20th January  -  38 miles x 0.45) 17.10 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

8 18/02/2026 W Salisbury (Clerk) Tesco - Printer Paper 9.80 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

9 18/02/2026 W Salisbury (Clerk) Clerk Salary - February 495.00 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 112 Yes

10 18/02/2026 HMRC Tax & Contributions on Clerks salary - February 123.80 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 112 Yes

11 18/02/2026 HMRC Employer NIC - Month 11 30.27 BT - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 112 Yes

901.82

Scribe

12 09/02/2026 BT Parish Hall Broadband - 1st to 31st January 39.54 DD - Unity Trust LGA 1972 S 133 Yes

39.54

Date of Recipient Purpose £ £ Cheque Power of expenditure Scribe

13 21/01/2026 J A Hoole Playing Field Hedge Cutting 240.00 BT - Unity Trust Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9 & 10 Yes

31/01/2026 Unity Trust Bank Bank Charges  6.00 Bank Charge LGA 1972 S 111 Yes

246.00

 

DEPOSITS RECEIVED

Jan 2026

Date Total From

Total £0.00

Cllr - Proposer - Sign & Date

Cllr B Maskell 17/02/26

Cllr - Seconder - Sign & Date

Cllr N Bentley 17/02/26

Cheswardine Parish Council

Schedule of Payments                                                                                                                                             

17th February 2026

154.07

Total

Payments made as resolved under the approved payments list 5.5b

Total

Payments made under Financial Regulations 5.5a to avoid late payment

Total
Invoices checked and verified at the meeting held on 17th February 2026

25.59

32.90
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Report from Shropshire Council Unitary Councillor (Feb)- As received under Item 7. 
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Report from Shropshire Council Unitary Councillor (Feb) - As received under Item 7. (Cont.) 
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Report from Shropshire Council Unitary Councillor (Feb) - As received under Item 7. (Cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Report from Shropshire Council Unitary Councillor (Feb) - As received under Item 7. (Cont.) 
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